
Southeast Ottawa Community Foundation is a nonprofit, community corporation created by 
and for the people of  Jenison, Hudsonville, Jamestown, and Georgetown Township. We are 
here to help our donors make a positive impact on our community.

The Southeast Ottawa Community Foundation (SOCF) was formed in 1990 for the purpose 
of  financing educational, charitable, or cultural projects within our community.

The SOCF has a Youth Advisory Council (YAC), a group of  area high school students 
which works to identify needs of  young people in the Georgetown, Hudsonville, Jamestown, 
and Jenison areas and then recommends funding of  programs to address those needs.

This past year focused on development of  the board and broadening the awareness of  
the work of  the Southeast Ottawa Community Foundation in the community.  Over the 
past year, five board members joined SOCF: Larry Bergman of  Sound Off  Signal, Bob 
Arnoldink of  Hudsonville Body Carstar, Aimee Sterk of  Michigan Disability Rights 
Coalition, Dianne Kokot, retired Jenison Public Schools teacher, and Phil Dirkse, Jenison 
Public Schools senior and chair of  the SOCF YAC.  

SOCF is a component fund of  The Grand Rapids Community Foundation.  For more 
information on giving to the fund or applying for funding,  
visit www.grfoundation.org/seottawa.php 

Jenison Public Schools library 
is being expanded through a 
grant for building an Autism 
Lending Library.

YAC members participated in the Memorial Day 
Parade, handing out information on mentoring.

Georgetown Senior Center received a grant for a 
cardiac defibrillator to offer immediate medical 
intervention in an emergency at the center.

About Our Community Foundation

FY 2006-2007 Grants
The Board of  Trustees of  the Southeast Ottawa Community Foundation awarded nearly 
$7,000 in grants to meet the needs of  our community this year.  The following grants were 
approved this fiscal year:

• $1,800 to Georgetown Senior Center for a cardiac defibrillator
• $1,640 to 2-1-1 of  Ottawa County for a marketing campaign to expand public knowledge 

of  this human service information and referral program
• $1,000 to Pathways MI for Total Trek Quest, a team-building and strength-training 

program for fourth through sixth grade boys that will be offered in Hudsonville  
and Jenison 

• $750 to Jehovah Jireh Ministries of  Jamestown for improving the clothing ministry room
• $635 to Jenison Public Schools for books for building an Autism Lending Library

After surveying our community’s youth on their unmet needs, the Youth Advisory 
Committee awarded the following grants this fiscal year:

• $500 to the Center for Women in Transition for their Girls on the Run program
• $500 to the MSU Extension Service for their youth mentoring program

Since 1994, SOCF granted a total of  $31,378.31 to many local non-profits including Love 
INC, Zeeland Hospital, Harmony Homes, Eastern Ottawa Young Life, Learning Ship 
Preschool, Young Life, Harbor House, Silent Observer, Christian Learning Center,  and 
projects for the City of  Hudsonville, Georgetown Township, and our local private and public 
school systems.

Dear Southeast Ottawa  
Community Foundation Supporters:

The Youth Advisory Committee has been very busy 
this past year.  The YAC is comprised of  about 
twenty students from Jenison and Hudsonville High 
School. This year, we chose to support the MSU 
Extension Mentoring Collaborative ($500) and 
Girls on the Run ($500).  In addition to reviewing 

applications and developing grant recommendations, we have been actively 
involved in the community.  Such projects have included raking leaves for the 
elderly, singing Christmas carols, making Valentine’s Day cards for the Grand 
Rapids Children’s Hospital, and raising funds for the Southeast Ottawa 
Community Foundation endowment for grants.  
I hope you will consider giving to Southeast Ottawa Community Foundation 
YAC in particular to create a lasting legacy of  support for our  
community’s youth. 

Phil Dirkse, Jenison High School Class of  2007, YAC Chairperson

Dear Community Member:

A Legacy of  Caring for our Community.  That is 
the essence of  the Southeast Ottawa Community 
Foundation.   We exist because people like you care 
enough about our community to invest in a legacy 
that will last forever.  
Now in its 16th year, the mission of  the Southeast 
Ottawa Community Foundation is to build our 

community’s permanent endowment and lead the community to strengthen the 
lives of  its people.
We are very excited to share with you our Annual Report for Fiscal Year 
2006-2007. We hope it gives you an idea of  the good work that we are doing 
in our community and the lasting legacy your contributions provide.
Please consider a gift in support of  Southeast Ottawa Community Foundation 
now and a planned gift later. We would be happy to talk with you about all of  
your options to leave a permanent legacy for our community.

Dave Kuyers, Board Chairperson

A Legacy of  Caring for our Community



Financial Information
July 1, 2006 through March 31, 2007
Beginning Fund Balance July 1, 2006.......... $254,380.87
Contributions................................................... 9,957.28
Investment Income......................................... 29,535.84
Grants to the Community................................*(6,621.72)
Program Expenses...............................................**0.00
Investment Manager Fees................................... (664.43)
Grand Rapids Community Foundation Fees........ (1,915.82)
Ending Fund Balance March 31, 2007......... $284,672.02

Fund Balances as of March 31, 2007
Southeast Ottawa Community Fund.............. $182,750.54
Southeast Ottawa Youth Fund.......................... 34,375.50
Wayne D. Jones Community Fund.................... 67,545.98
Total.......................................................... $284,672.02

*Grants approved are not necessarily paid in the same 
fiscal year.
**SOCF board members personally paid for the regular 
operating expenses of the foundation.

FY 2006-2007 
Donors
Thank you so much to our 
supporters who donated to 
Southeast Ottawa Community 
Foundation this fiscal year!

Mr. & Mrs. David Brouwer
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Brower
Byron Bank
Comerica Incorporated
Mr. Larry Bergman
Creekside Construction
Mr. & Mrs. Justin Gebben 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul W. Harney
Mr. & Mrs. Michael P. Haverdink 
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry R. Heyboer 
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Holtrop
Hudsonville Wheel Alignment
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Jipping
Mr. & Mrs. John R. Jouppi
Mr. Chet & Mrs. Dianne Kokot
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J Miedema
Mr. & Mrs. George R. Miller 
Michigan SILC
Mr. & Mrs. R.J. Poel
Mr. Roger Poel
Mr. Michael Randall
Mr. Daniel Ritsema &  

Mrs. Judith Cole-Ritsema
Mr. & Mrs. William Ryskamp
Mr. Michael Sheehan
Ms. Aimee Sterk
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Sterk
Mrs. Albert Terhaar
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney D. Unema P.S.
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Veldhuizen
Mr. Ron & Mrs. Holly Villerius
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Webster 
West Michigan Community Bank

Giving to Southeast Ottawa Community Foundation
Community foundations provide a simple, powerful, and highly personal approach  
to giving.

When you create or give to a charitable fund through your community foundation, you 
have the opportunity to benefit the community forever with a permanent endowment. 
Your gift is invested over time. Earnings from your fund are used to make grants 
addressing community needs. Your gift—and all future earnings from your gift—is a 
permanent source of  community capital, helping do good work today and in the future.

We offer a variety of  giving tools to help people achieve their charitable goals. You can 
give cash, appreciated stocks, real estate, or other assets. Most charitable gifts qualify 
for maximum tax advantage under federal law. For more information and ideas on ways 
to integrate your financial planning with charitable giving, ask your financial advisor or 
contact us.

If  you are interested in giving to the Southeast Ottawa Community Foundation, please 
let us know. We would be happy to meet with you and share options and information.

For more information contact:

SOCF Board Members 2006-2007
Front Row, from l to r: Ron Villerius, Larry Bergman, Aimee Sterk, 
Karen Kreuze, John Sells   Back Row: Dave Kuyers, John Jouppi,  
Justin (Jud) Gebben, Phil Dirkse, Dan Ritsema, Bob Arnoldink 
Not pictured: Dianne Kokot

Grand Rapids Community Foundation Staff 
Serving SOCF
Gina Bovee, Planned and Major Gifts Director
Lisa Brown, Donor Services Associate
Kate Luckert, Program Director
Cris Kooyer, Youth Program Officer

Gina Bovee
Planned and Major Gifts Director
Grand Rapids Community Foundation
209-C Waters Building
161 Ottawa Avenue, NW
Grand Rapids, MI  49503-2703
e-mail:  gbovee@grfoundation.org	
(616) 454-1751  Work

John Jouppi, SOCF Board Member, 
West Michigan Community Bank
5367 School Avenue
Hudsonville, MI  49426
e-mail:  jjouppi@wmcb.com	
(616) 379-0630  Work (direct line)

The YAC Raking Team.

SOCF supported Harbor House’s 
Capital Campaign.


